DISGRACE   ABOUNDING

7,000,000 Ukrainians, Russia, which has from 20,000,000 to
25,000,000 Ukrainians, both deny that there is a great Ukrainian
nation pining to be liberated. But the champion of the principle
of self-determination, Germany, has put the word 'Ukraine' on
the map. The sight of this little self-governed Ukrainian state is
supposed to fill the Ukrainians in Poland, Russia and Rumania
with longing.

When Germany, after Munich, enforced the creation of Car-
pathian-Ukraine it did look very much as if the c Great Ukraine'
would be the object of the next German coup, and that was why
I made that dreary journey, over the one remaining road, to
Chust. Germany had already liberated the Ukraine once, during
the World War, and put in a Hetman there, and the idea of the
German-controlled Ukraine, with its great mineral and agri-
cultural wealth, was a pet one of many German expansionists.

For the last twenty years Berlin has been the home of emigrant
Ukrainian leaders. The present claimant to the Hetman's throne
lives in Germany, and is said to keep his crown there; he is even a
colonel in the German army. Immediately after Munich masses
of propaganda about the 'Great Ukraine', printed in Berlin, Lon-
don and New York, began to be distributed. I have even seen a
map showing that in the seventeenth century a Great Ukrainian
state did exist, comprising the territory, now in Polish, Russian
and Rumanian possession, that the Ukrainian patriots of to-day
claim for it. But, for that matter, in the seventeenth century
nobody questioned the historic frontiers of Bohemia. These were
mutilated for the first time in history by the Men of Munich; it
would be strange if an indirect result of their work were to be the
restoration of the original frontiers of Ukrainia as they existed in
that same century.

So everything, after Munich, seemed to point to the Great
Ukraine as the direction of Germany's next great coup. But when
I went to Carpathian-Ukraine I became rather doubtful about
this, or at any rate about the possibility of using Carpathian-
Ukraine as a suitable basis for the erection of the Great Ukraine,
or as a springboard for the great Ukrainian swoop.
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